
Eppleton Reading Spine 
These are the core set of texts which forms the basis of our Novel Approach to English.  They are studied in depth, 
read repeatedly with younger children and read aloud by teachers to children so that they have the opportunity to be 
completely absorbed in the magic of the story. 

They have been carefully selected by staff after consideration of existing exemplified reading spines, linking them 
where appropriate to the wider curriculum and also because they have struck a chord with the teachers who use them 
passionately and enthusiastically to promote a love of reading with their pupils.   

Many of the books operate on different levels, giving the satisfaction of a good story, whilst also allowing the 
deepening exploration of emotions and wonder, with increasingly deeper themes.  We believe that children need to 
experience key authors and great storylines, but also experience deep and rich books.  They require careful reading, 
paying close attention to detail and entering imagined worlds to experience the stories deeply, with lots of 
accompanying discussion.  Some of our books are romping reads, some cover challenging themes, whilst others will 
touch the reader deeply.   

We want our core texts to be remembered and treasured, with many that will stay with the reader forever. 
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